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August 25, 2016

James Marpe, First Selectman
Town of Westport

110 Myrtle Avenue, Room 310
Westport, CT 06880

Subject: Westport Center Historic District
To Mr. Marpe:

It is a great pleasure to inform you that the Westport Center Historic District in the
vicinity of Main Street in Westport, Connecticut was listed on the National Register of
Historic Places by the National Park Service on July 19, 2016. Connecticut properties
listed on the National Register of Historic Places are also automatically listed on the State
Register of Historic Places.

The National Register of Historic Places is the official list of historic properties
recognized by the Federal Government as worthy of preservation for their significance in
American history, architecture, archaecology, engineering and culture. Located in the
National Park Service, Department of the Interior, the program is part of a national policy
to coordinate and support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect our
cultural and national resources, and is maintained by the Secretary of the Interior under
provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

Listing in the National Register results in the following for historic purposes:

1. Consideration in planning for Federal, federally licensed, and federally assisted
projects. Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires
that Federal agencies allow the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation an
opportunity to comment on all projects affecting historic properties listed in the
National Register. For further information, please refer to 36 CFR 800.

2. Eligibility for Federal tax provisions. If a property is listed in the National
Register, certain Federal tax provisions may apply. The Tax Reform Act of 1986
revises the historic preservation tax incentives authorized by Congress in the Tax
Reform Act of 1976, the Revenue Act of 1978, the Tax Treatment Extension Act
of 1980, the Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981. and Tax Reform Act of 1984,
and as of January 1, 1987, provides for a 20 percent investment tax credit with a
full adjustment to basis for rehabilitating historic commercial, industrial, and
rental residential buildings. The former 15 percent and 20 percent Investment
Tax Credits (ITCs) for rehabilitations of older commercial buildings are combined
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into a single 10 percent ITC for commercial or industrial buildings built before
1936. The Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980 provides Federal tax deductions
for charitable contributions for conservation purposes of partial interests in
historically important land areas or structures. Whether these provisions are
advantageous to a property owner is dependent upon the particular circumstances
of the property and the owner. Because tax aspects outlined above are complex,
individuals should consult legal counsel or the appropriate local Internal Revenue
Service office for assistance in determining the tax consequences of the above
provisions. For further information on certification requirements, please refer to
36 CFR 67.

Consideration of historic values in the decision to issue a surface coal mining
permit where coal is located, in accordance with the Surface Mining and Control
Act of 1977. For further information, please refer to 30 CFR 700 et. seq.
Qualifications for Federal grants for historic preservation when funds are
available. Presently funding is unavailable. Contact the State Historic.
Preservation Office to determine the current status of such grants.

In Connecticut, listing in the National Register of Historic Places results in the following
for historic properties:

1.

2.

Eligibility to purchase historical markers from the State Historic Preservation
Officer.

Application of Connecticut General Statutes, Section 22a-19a. This statute directs
that the provisions of sections 22a-15 through 22a-19, inclusive, of the
Connecticut Environmental Protection Act, which permit legal recourse for the
unreasonable destruction of the state’s resources, shall also be applicable to
historic structures and landmarks of the state. Such structures and landmarks are
defined as those properties (1) which are listed or under consideration for listing
as individual units on the National Register of Historic Places or (2) which are a
part of a district listed or under consideration for listing on the National Register
and which have been determined by the State Historic Preservation Board to
contribute to the historic significance of such a district. If the plaintiff in a
resulting legal action cannot make a prima facie showing that the conduct of the
defendant, acting alone or in combination with others, has unreasonably destroyed
or is likely unreasonably to destroy the public trust in such historic structures or
landmarks, the court shall tax all costs for the action to the plaintiff.

Listing does not mean that the Federal Government wants to acquire the property, place
restrictive covenants on the land, or dictate the color or materials used on individual
buildings. State and local ordinances or laws establishing restrictive zoning, special
design review committees, or review of exterior alterations, are not a part of the National
Register program and should be clearly separated from the function of the National
Register as a tool in the Federal planning process.
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We are pleased to have been of assistance in the preservation of these historic resources.

Sincerely,

Kristina-Newman Scott
State Historic Preservation Officer/Director of Culture, Arts and Historic Preservation

ce: Carol Leahy, CLG Coordinator/HDC Staff Administrator
Francis Henkels, Chair, Historic District Commission
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