Future Plans

West Parish Meeting House pew plan

Cemetery-Ancestral Community
While the West Parish Meeting House was destroyed,
the cemetery remained a
burial ground for the parish.
Exceptional carved headstones can be found there
that relate directly to the
early members of the West
Parish. The Rev. Hezekiah
Ripley was ordained as a minister at the meeting house in 1767. His house and barn were
burned during Tryon’s 1779 invasion but this
did not deter Ripley from raising his family or
from serving the parish for 42 more years.
A woman who represented
two early parish families
was Abigail Jennings. She
was born in 1700, married
Simon Couch, and died in
1766. Upon her husband’s
death in 1770, two of their
slaves were freed and given
land north of Westport.

The West Parish Meeting House Historic Site
& State Archaeological Preserve: Preservation
Plan and Cultural Landscape Assessment was
written by Landscape Elements LLC and published by the Westport Historic District Commission. It shows a phased strategy of
improvements (see Treatment Plan legend).
The complete plan is available online or at
the HDC office. This Preservation Plan seeks
to protect, preserve, and provide educational
and passive recreational opportunities for the
community. It establishes the site’s identity
and sense of place as a State Archaeological
Preserve and an important cultural landscape.
Donations of volunteer time and/or funds
are welcome. Please contact the Town of
Westport HDC office at 203-341-1184,
hdc@westportct.gov or www.westportct.gov.

The activity that is the subject of this informational brochure publication has been financed in full by the Commission on Culture
& Tourism with federal funds from the Historic Preservation Fund
of the National Park Service, U.S. Dept. of the Interior.
However, the contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the
views or policies of the Commission or the Department of the Interior, nor does the mention of trade names or commercial products constitute endorsement or recommendation by the
Commission or the Department of the Interior.
This program receives federal financial assistance through the
Commission for identification and protection of historic properties. Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in its federally assisted programs. If you
believe that you have been discriminated against in any program,
activity, or facility described above, please write to: Office of
Equal Opportunity, U.S. National Park Service, 1849 C Street,
NW, Washington, DC 20240

Photos by Elena M. Pascarella, LLA, ASLA,
Landscape Elements LLC, Pawcatuck, CT.

Proposed enhancements

Experience
The site is located on Greens Farms Road,
east of the Sherwood Island Connector, in
Westport, CT.

Westport Historic District Commission
Town Hall
110 Myrtle Avenue
Westport, CT 06880
203-341-1184
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