
 
 

October 5, 2020 
 
Town of Westport 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
 
RE: Item #2 on your October 8, 2020 agenda 
 
Dear Chairwoman Dobin:  

  
As the Director of Fairfield County’s Center for Housing Opportunity, I am writing in support of Item #2 
on your October 8, 2020 agenda : “Text Amendment #785: Appl: PZ-20-00615 submitted by the 
Westport Planning and Zoning Commission to eliminate § 4-5, Maximum Allowable Multi-Family 
Dwellings, and related references,” which deletes § 4-5 of the Westport Zoning Ordinance.  
 
The proposed amendment removes an artificial limit on the number of multifamily dwellings in 
Westport and, if passed, would put the town in a much better position to effectively meet the changing 
housing needs of Westport residents. While some residents will undoubtedly continue to desire 
single-family homes in Westport, demographic data and trend analysis show that many will need access 
to a wider variety of housing types (such as townhomes, duplexes, and apartments) in the years to 
come. Removing § 4-5 is an important predicate step for Westport which will enable the town to better 
respond to the increasingly varied housing needs of its residents. 
 
Additionally, it is the opinion of FCCHO that approving Amendment #785 will further benefit Westport 
by allowing the town to consider a broader set of options as it addresses the thresholds that enable 
developers to override local prioritization under 8-30g.  
 
FCCHO would also like to take this opportunity to commend Westport for the formation of its affordable 
housing committee. In our experience, this is a key step in pursuing a strong, proactive approach to 
future growth and housing development, and ensuring that it both meets the desire and vision of town 
residents, and accommodates the emerging realities of Fairfield County’s future workforce and 
economy. 
 
Finally, please know that if Fairfield County’s Center for Housing Opportunity can be of help in exploring 
the development of housing plans that serve Westport’s future needs, we would be glad to share 
whatever information and support we can.  
Sincerely, 
 
 
Christie Stewart 
Director 

The mission of Fairfield County’s Center for Housing Opportunity (FCCHO) is to facilitate the intentional, data-driven production, preservation, and                                     
protection of a full spectrum of essential housing that fosters communities of opportunity accessible to all county residents.  
 
A strategic partnership between Fairfield County’s Community Foundation, Partnership for Strong Communities, Regional Plan Association, and Supportive                                 
Housing Works, FCCHO draws on the expertise and experience of these four partner organizations in housing policy, advocacy, urban planning, and                                         
community development, to support municipalities and communities in developing and implementing proactive and impactful solutions to the region’s                                   
housing affordability crisis. 

 

www.fccho.org 
 


