DRAFT

Westport Commission on People with Disabilities
Meeting Minutes
Thursday February 20th, 2025 9:00am
MEETING LOCATION: Westport Town Hall Rm. #200

Attendance: Jim Ross, Joe Anastasi, Stacie Curran, Doug Rivkin (phone), Sharuna Mahesh,
Daniel Maya, Diane Johnson.
Human Services: Elaine Daignault, Kaila Morgan, & Ryan Baylis

Call to Order -9:05am

Approval of Jan. 2025 Mins - Diane -1st Joe - 2nd - All in favor.

Human Services Report:

CT Energy Assistance Program Applications are available through DHS assisting
residents to apply for needed home heating resources.
Budget Season FY25-26— Human Services budget will remain mostly flat except for
contractual increases around 3% annually.
Toquet Hall: Est. 1998; the Town is now in the final 5 yr term below Market rate. Future
need to negotiate new lease or potentially find new location.
o Kevin & Kelsey have offices there — discussion of space usage including the
Westport Transition Program (2X week) and CLUB203
Public Safety Complex Charette - Tuesday, Feb 25th regarding potentially shared
premises, housing Police, Fire, EMS.
Senior Center update: Joe updates on growth, class space limited —
o Elaine: since accepting Federal dollars, the Center is open to out-of-Town
residents with Westporters having the first week of priority registration.
Transportation to/from WCSA considering a survey to determine whether there is
interest from participants to expand Wheels2U. Westport Transit Directions to guide.
Westport Prevention Coalition - Received a grant to fund Cannabis Prevention Grant
recently awarded to Westport, New Cannan, Wilton, Weston and Easton. Thursday
morning 8:30am - positive directions.

Grants — Most of Westport Human Services funding is operational from the Town, but we
also have state grants which trickle through the federal gov’t. The recent threats of
pauses have not affected operations and the two DOH grants are wrapping up.
o Westport Schools do not participate in the Free & Reduced lunch program. BOE
Chair Lee Goldstein addressed this in Library State of the Town meeting.

Affordable Housing - Discussed Barron’s South property - First Selectwoman exploring as

new housing pending P & Z ruling on zoning amendment for area to residential.
This to be considered by P & Z affordable housing committee and Westport’s new Affordable
Housing Fund Committee, appointed by the First Selectwoman.



P & Z still considering rezoning application. List of issues surrounding the property:
Topography, emergency vehicle access, parking, old plumbing, soft recreational
use/zoning, impact would hit in Human Services Dept. if it happened.
Discussed new builds that will have an affordable component per 8-30G.
o Hiawatha Lane (155 units), 68 units Post Rd., W.,
o 122 Wilton Rd., (Homes w/Hope) is all affordable housing, many may be
supported by Section 8 vouchers
o Sharuna Q: The Glendening project/Waldman? Any update - Elaine D., will find
out.
New Affordable Housing Committee has $100,000 in budget to offer up and assist with
an affordable housing project.
Corner of West Parish & Post Road - project is off the table for affordable housing.

CLUB203: - Karaoke next event at library, new members, phone calls, emails, meeting taking
place weekly. We are building a calendar for 2025-2026 year, and thinking about changing
name, removing disability - maybe neurodiverse? (DEI concerns)

E4E - Elaine D. suggests finding more opportunities for commissioners to raise awareness
about employment opportunities through established groups like the Rotaries, DMA, Chamber
of Commerce - Stacie will ask Maxx Crowley what is involved for CPD to join DMA.

Commissioner Updates and Happenings:

Sharuna: March 13th - Bookstore is doing their Fundraiser - Growing Community - at
Library.
Diane J - Issue of Church Lane being closed part of year - Handicap parking - is at
wrong end of the Lane for access purposes, - can those spots be switched to Mrs.
London’s end of Lane?
Elaine D: Legislative Update - She will share link from DRTC
Jim R: Will also ask DRCT for Legislative updates.

o Elaine D: Let’s consider guest speaker/May.
Playground Update - Sharuna & Stacie going to SPED PTA March 13th to present
accessibility; build is coming in April.
Doug R. “Wheel It Forward” - Stamford organization for use of Wheelchairs.

Motion to Adjourn (10:18am) - All in favor.



