Westport Commission on People with Disabilities
Minutes of Meeting
Thursday January 16th, 2025 9:00am
MEETING LOCATION:WCSA - 21 Imperial Ave. Wspt.

Attendance: Jim Ross, Joe Anastasi, Stacie Curran, Doug Rivkin (phone) Absent: Sharuna
Mahesh, Daniel Maya, Diane Johnson- Human Services: Elaine Daignault, Kaila Morgan, &
Ryan Baylis (phone).

Call to Order -9:00am
Approval of Nov. 2024 CPD Mins - Joe A-1st, Stacie - 2nd - All in favor.

Human Services Report:

Kaila - Energy assistance - (ends in May) - they have managed 300 application

and serve approx 450 households. ( Elaine said all handled by Kristen, Annette, Kaila & Ryan)
Q: How is warm-up fund funded: Promoted thru website, social media, corporate matches.
Elaine D - _Grant updates. (Discussions)

Gillespie Renovations complete ( Kitchen, bedroom renovations, dumb waiter installed - not full
elevator, cost prohibitive) - Shout out to Zeiss Construction.

Two separate entrances now: Residences, access The Food Pantry other entrance/to the
upstairs & offices upstairs.

Gillespie Center Website boasts new videos and photos of space renovations.

Jim Ross: Making a point about lack of an elevator.

* Suzie’s Home will re-open mid-February

Diversion Grant - since 2017 - Create “Diversion Office” so people can walk in for assistance -
another option to calling 211, keeping people housed.

Discussed CLUB203 Grant - acceptance from Select woman'’s office $10,000.00 - continue
growing recreational programs for adults with disabilities.

New Fair Rent Commission: New State Legislation requires any Town, with greater than 25,000
residents - needs to create a Commission so issues can be mediated - without need for
Judge/Jury - Westport close to announcement of its members.

Affordable Housing Committee: Newer Committee formed and New fund - will come from fees
on ransfer of properties in Westport.

Committee designed to advise the Selectwoman’s offices...To advise Town on Affordable
housing. will be used, presently for treatment of Town owned property. (similar to how “open
Space” fund is used)

Jim Ross - wants to be sure this idea remains Front-focus, NOT an after thought.

Elaine D - Maybe we set up round table discussion, with other agencies, around this topic.

It's Budget Season - plan to keep numbers flat.
WCSA (Westport Center for Senior Activities) is bursting - Wendy P & Elaine D. are putting
together a transportation survey - will go in Constant Contact & paper copies in the Center.

Norwalk Transit purchased vans - to expand Wheels 2 U - add Senior Center as a site.




JimR - reminds all TRANSPORTATION was #1 concern for CPD at its inception.
(Elaine D- will add this/Peter G. to our Round Table)
Jan 29th - Max Stossel - Speaking at BMS - Social Media & Your kids - Youth Services

Longshore - Quickly Reincorporated Elevator into their renovation plans - thinking our CPD
letter was impactful.

CLUB203 - thriving - discussed last event - and the issue of Caregivers & Parents remaining at
events - maybe we grow to incorporate them.

E4E: Joe A - we are an Education & Employment Awareness arm, adjusting expectations.
Discussion: Maybe we regularly cycle our efforts. We work on Quality of Life for people with
disabilities - we are working on our initiatives - building a portfolio

Got employee, Terran, out of these efforts & URPA funds - Resume and job support person at
Library. Funds are out - how do we support the library in this programing now?

Career bus retuning to Westport ( maybe to Library) - discussion/ Food bus coming, Medical
bus as well.

Stacie: ADA surveyors were in WSCA this week - they are doing Town assessment.

Elaine D- Maybe we get ADA rep. to discuss compliance - once survey completed.

Jim R: Disability Rights CT - Director, Debbie Dorffman, is moving on - search is on for new
person - they provide protection advocacy for our area. (Jim Ross serves on their Board)

10:12am - meeting Adjourned.



