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From; Michele Paquette <paquet365@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 4, 2025 7:20 AM
To: Lebowitz Paul
Cc: Cohn Neil; Cammeyer Michael; Zucaro Patrizia; Calise, Michael; Wistreich, Amy; Bolton,
John; Injeski, Breanne; Laskin, Nicole; Valante, Michael; Planning and Zoning
Subject: PUBLIC Comment: "The Hamlet" Development

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Town of Westport's email system. Do not click links or open

I am resending this public comment which I believe has not been posted. I have added an email which should
facilitate the process.

Michele Paquette

7 Norport Drive RECEIVED

Saugatuck area, Westport APR 04 2025
WESTPORT P. & Z. C.

March 23, 2025

Dear Planning and Zoning Members,

As a Westport resident, I support development in Saugatuck and commend efforts to enhance the area.
However, I urge that “The Hamlet” project be more thoughtfully designed to align with the community's needs
and concerns.

Saugatuck is a vital regional transportation hub, funded by taxpayers, serving Westport and surrounding areas.
Public parking facilitates access to jobs, contributes to local spending, and adds value to nearby homes. At a
prior meeting, the sheriff highlighted concerns with using the parking, noting all spaces are already in use. “The
Hamlet” must provide self-sustaining parking solutions on its property, rather than relying on public lots, which
would disrupt essential services for community benefit.

Additionally, the claim that traffic will remain unaffected is unconvincing. The project plans for large events
requiring 300+ public parking spaces, which would undoubtedly strain local traffic. I recommend an
independent traffic study to assess the true impact. Should significant issues be identified, the project must be
scaled appropriately with mitigation strategies in place.

Moreover, the developers committed to low-income housing but lack a clear plan. This commitment needs
specifics, including its location—ideally within the development site itself. Saugatuck deserves a well-defined
strategy to fulfill this obligation.



Lastly, during last year’s meetings, these concerns were voiced but left unaddressed. [ urge the committee to
prioritize community feedback this year, ensuring “The Hamlet” becomes a project that benefits Saugatuck,
Westport, and its regional users.

Best regards, Michele Paquette Westport Resident



