Gonzalez, Sarah
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From: Michele Paquette <paquet365@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 10:29 PM
To: jtooker@westport.gov
Cc: Cohn Neil; Cammeyer Michael; Zucaro Patrizia; Calise, Michael; Wistreich, Amy; Bolton,

John; Injeski, Breanne; Laskin, Nicole; Valante, Michael; # TOW-RTM Mail List; Planning
and Zoning; Lebowitz Paul
Subject: Public Comment: Safety Concerns Regarding Hamlet Development
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Dear Jen Tooker, JUN 11 2025
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| am extremely concerned the Hamlet development will compromise the safetyWFFé’ih’fWi’é’S‘a-&d’. olir ability
to travel to our jobs, our schools and the rest of Westport.

Traffic in Saugatuck is frequently unbearable now and Hiawatha has not yet come online. In addition,
there are more sites to be developed in the area and that will add even more traffic, parking and safety
issues on top of this development. As of today, Saugatuck has recently experienced an uptick in traffic
accidents including a tragic fatality.

With over 500 more cars an hour during commuting times (and the area will have more when it is fully
developed), how long will it take us to reach the train? Will there be railroad parking? How long will the
kid’s school bus ride take? How do we reach our kids at the schools in an emergency? And HOW WILL
EMERGENCY VEHICLES GET TO US WHEN DELAYS CAN BE A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH or debilitating
long-term injury.

Literally no time has been spent discussing these important safety concerns. The one traffic study
completed by the applicant references Covid historical safety data and no assessments for safety
were made. Town officials MUST focus on this relevant, serious concern.

Further, the Hamlet applicant proposes a troubling intersection change between the Ferry Lane RR
underpass and Riverside Ave with no acceptable solution offered. The police have said this will be a
safety issue and wrote to P&Z to say "Don't do this". This has been pointed out again and again by P&Z
commissioners yet ROAN has yet to resolve the issue. Part of the solution was to reverse the entrance
and exit from a typical approach, right side is exit and left side is the entrance. The town reviewer said
this is odd and will cause confusion. | believe this will potentially make this area an even higher safety
issue.

This project will add less than 150 net additional parking spaces to accommodate 640 employees, hotel
guests, residents, shoppers, restaurant goers, an event space for 300-500 people. The developer
promises to require employees to park off site and take the train to work. This is not enforceable and
employees could use daily permits or buy a railroad pass. The developer has requested an approval
based on providing a solution later. This is not acceptable. A solution needs to be provided now as
suggested in the text amendment.



We urge you not to commit the town to this dangerous and concerning change for Saugatuck Village
which will forever alter our quality of life. | am in favor of smart development, development that fits
the area. The dense use of the area is too high for the actual amount of space. The town can do
much better than the current Hamlet. Please deny a traffic approval based on safety issues not
being investigated and urge planning and zoning to deny this project for this as well.

Michele Paguette
7 Norport Drive
Westport
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