Tree Board Minutes
July 17,2025
Town Hall, RM 201

In attendance: Nathaniel Martin, Ed Picard, and Sarah Adair. Ben Sykas called into the meeting
from a tree conference.

Ben gave the Tree Warden report. He has tagged for removal in the past few weeks more dead
mature trees than usual, particularly Shagbark Hickories. He stated it could be due to cumulative
drought over the previous years even though this year has been a “wet” year so far. Ben went on
to describe how a tree can be impacted differently depending on the time of year the drought
occurs. He also described what an “air embolism” is and how it prevents a tree from ever fully
recovering from a drought. A weakened tree is also more susceptible to pests and decay. Ben
described seeing decay fungi on the trees which is when fungi attacks the weakened structural
wood of the tree.

Ben also mentioned that he talked to a representative from Planters Choice who seemed open to
growing trees of our choice for our annual Oaktober and Arbor Day sapling given away. Ben
suggested it could be more economical to purchase about 30 larger, potted White Oak saplings
from Planters Choice to pass out on a first come, first serve basis at Oaktober instead of the 90
whips of 2 different oaks we had given out the 2 previous years. Ed, Nathaniel and I agreed it
seemed like a good plan. If Planters Choice started growing now, the earliest they could be
available would be October 2026.

For Arbor Day, 2027 would probably be the earliest we could get larger saplings to hand out.
Sarah asked if Planters Choice could grow more than 1 species so we could hand out a flowering,
a deciduous and a conifer for Arbor Day. Ben agreed to follow up with Planters Choice to
discuss specifics on species options and cost.

Sarah mentioned that she and Dick had attended the Parks and Rec advisory meeting Velma
Heller had at Grace K Salmon Park in June. The new Superintendent of Parks, Nick Quatrano
was 1in attendance and Sarah asked the board if they’d be interested in inviting Nick to our next
meeting in September. She also posed the idea of approaching Parks & Rec and Public Works to
see about the possibility of getting more trees planted down at Compo, given that there’s been
interest from residents in a couple different settings in having more trees down by the beach,
either along the water, in the parking lots or by South Beach to offer more shade.

Sarah asked Ben if he could meet her at Compo next week to consider a couple different sites she
had in mind. They then discussed what department would be the appropriate department to
contact regarding such a project...Parks & Rec or Public Works? Or both? Ben mentioned
several considerations for such a project like a dedicated 5-year plan for watering and care in
order to mitigate factors of poor soil, drought, wind and storm exposure. Ben also suggested that
if public works were going to do a big renovation, Silva cells could be employed to help trees
with the soil and water needed to maintain the health of trees.



Sarah reviewed the highlighted tree for July on the Tree Board website. Members then agreed on
the highlighted trees for the website for August and September. Bald Cypress was chosen for
August and Linden was chosen for September.

The last item discussed was the memorial plaque for Dick Fincher. Ed presented a picture of the
cast bronze plaque approved by the Fincher family. The members discussed how to fund it,
given the estimated cost of $1195 just for the plaque. The board discussed the fact that we still
needed to find a specific spot for the memorial, which trees to plant such as Lacebark Pine and/or
Serbian Spruce, and find a large stone or boulder for the plaque. Sarah said she would approach
Velma Heller about the memorial as an agenda item at a parks and rec advisory meeting. Ed said
he would approach the company, Brown Manufacturing, to see if there is any way to reduce the
cost of the plaque.



