
TOWN OF WESTPORT ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD  

Meeting Minutes 7/22/25 

 

Members Present: Ward French, Chairman; Jake Watkins, David Halpern, Vesna Herman, Jackie 
Richardson and Donna Douglass, Staff. Minutes from the meeting of June 24, 2025, were 
approved. 

1. Proposed exterior renovations and addition at 50 Post Road West (Parcel ID 
#C09064000) submitted by Botero Property Management LLC which is located in Zone 
RORD-1. (Site Plan: Landtech dated 7/15/25; construction Botero Building Design) 

Appeared: Thomas Botero, builder/developer 

Mr. Botero described the project: 

- Repair and expand the 19th c. building to create 13 apartments on 3 floors, 5 each on the 
first and second floors, three on the third floor. 

- Demolish and replace the Cape at the rear of the property with 4 new rustic barn style 
apartments 

- Neglected for 34 years, the Greek Revival exterior of the main building will be preserved 
and repaired 

Mr. Botero described and provided samples of the possible materials to be used: 

- Windows are the “ultimate” line of Marvin windows 
- Clapboard-look siding on the main building 
- Wood like, pressure treated barn siding on the rear building 

Changes to the main building include: 

- Squaring off the rear of the building with a large 3 story addition 
- Increasing the height of the building by about 4 feet and adding dormers for the 3rd floor 

apartments 

Vesna Herman asked for details of the interior configuration. She asked about the walk bridge 
entrance to the second floor and the corridor that accesses the apartments. She said if the dormers 
are the only outdoor light, they could use skylights in the corridor to improve and brighten the 
space. She asked the distance between the rear retaining wall and the back of the building. Mr. 
Botero said 8 feet. He said they would regrade the driveway. Ms. Herman asked if there is living 
space in the basement and was told no.  She asked about the design idea for the barn style 
building at the rear. Mr. Botero said it is contextually different from the building in the front, 
designed as an accessory building. Ms. Herman asked if there is any quality difference between  
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the buildings. Mr. Botero said no, absolutely not, they are the same construction price per square 
foot. She asked if there is an affordable component. Mr. Botero said yes, 4 units will be 
affordable. 

David Halpern said he liked the design of the rear building; it is a nice contrast. He asked if the 
barn doors on the side are operable and was told no.  

Jake Watkins asked if the barn siding product would go gray. Mr. Botero said probably, 
eventually, but it is not the siding they are using. What they propose is a siding that is a rustic 
gray. Mr. Watkins said he liked the new architecture of the front building. He asked if the siding 
was white/off white and was told yes, they haven’t definitely decided what material will be used.  
Mr. Watkins asked about the roofing material. Mr. Botero said they are going for a cedar shingle 
look. Mr. Watkins said if you’re going to restore a building, you need the appropriate materials. 
Mr. Botero said he would update the board on his final materials decisions. They discussed the 
roofing at the rear of the building. Mr. Botero confirmed that part of it is standing seam metal 
roofing. They discussed the rear parking area and retaining wall.  

Ward French asked what their variance was for. Mr. Botero said the slope of the driveway. Mr. 
French said he finds the bridge at the rear of the building odd. Mr. Botero said they are working 
with Landtech regarding it now. Mr. French also said the front dormers look out of scale and 
thought they could be tweaked. David Halpern said the front dormers need more facia space. 
They discussed various materials and approaches. Ward French didn’t think the dormers on the 
front look authentic and there was discussion about possible approaches. 

Vesna Herman confirmed that the dormer windows are the same size as the rest of the windows 
on that elevation. She said they need to think more about the scale of the architecture, and 
aesthetics and proportions. 

Jackie Richardson wasn’t sold on the rear building barn design and said the barn doors look 
contrived. 

Ward French recognized Lou Mall, a neighbor and RTM member from District 2. Mr. Mall said 
he is enthusiastic about what the developer is proposing and said it’s going to be a great addition 
to the neighborhood and a success for the town.  

Ward French said he spoke for the board and applauded the effort. They support the project and 
would like to see modifications, taking board members’ remarks into consideration. It’s a good 
project and the ARB will work with you on a better project. 

APPLICANT WAS ASKED TO TAKE THE BOARD’S COMMENTS INTO 
CONSIDERATION AND RETURN WITH MODIFICATIONS (Unanimous) 


