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' BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) -
Alva Finch House Alva Finch House
2 TOWN CITY VILLAGE COUNTY -
z Westport .Fairfield
- 3. STREET AND NUMSER rand or location)
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v 25 Cavalry Rd. 5297/12-A
w [T3 owNER(S] s
'_ . . 3
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a S 1'SF (Present] (Historic)
- Residence Residence
3 EXTERIOR VEIBLE FROM PUBLIC RDAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE IF YES, EXPLAIN R
ACCESSIBILITY
TO PUBLIC; Yes DNO Yes @No
T STYLE OF BUILDING T DATE OF CONSTRUCTION
Greek Revival ca. 1837
8 MATERIALIST "indicate use or location when appropriate)
Oth
D Clapboard [:] Asbestos Siding D Brick DfSP::f(y]
X Woeod Shing'e D Asphalt Siding D Fieldstone
D Beord ! Batten Dsrucco DCubbieﬂone
Alum mum Concrete Cut stone
—J Siding Type: Type:
9 IYEULTJRAL S5YSTEM
U Wooud frame Post and beom D balloon
D Load bearing mosonry D Structural iron or steel
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by - Other
= X Asphalt shingie D Built up D Tile DfSpecrfy)
JMEBER OF STORIES| APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS
2 31 x 36; 18 x 18
T2 CHLUTION ¢ Structuraly (Exterior)
E Excelfant D Good D Fair D Deteriorated l X Excellent D Good D Fair D Deteriorated
13 INTEGRITY (Localton) WHEN 7 (Alterations) IF YES, EXFLAIN
iginal
x)0n siinal” T [T v s
T4 RELATED D' ~ ‘LDINGS CR LANDSCAPE FEATURES
EQ Barn . . Shed g Garage E Other landscape features or buildings (Specify)
drylaid stone wall
Carriage D D y
D house Shop Gorden
15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT
D Open lond ;N;‘c;d- D Residential E Scattered buildings visible from site
D Commercial ::Ti‘i‘- D Rural D High building density
16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS
Located on a ridge, the house is one of the few period dwellings in the
area.
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DESCRIPTION (Continued)

17. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior)

The handsome, well-proportioned housge incorporates the 5-bay, central
chimney massing typical of the Federal period with Grecian detailing.
The entablature returns on the gable ends, also set with lunette
windows. Six-over-six windows are used throughout. The most

side lights and transom Suurounding a one-panel door. The detail is
one og the bgtter }ocal expressions of the Greek Revival style. A

SIGMNI-ICANCE

T8 SECHITEeT CDER

i9 HISTORICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE —

John Fitch owned the land on Red Coat Lane as early as 1763, according
to the former owner of 43 Red Coat Lane, Betty Solitt. After his
death, the land passed to his sons Alva and Samuel who divided the
property. Samuel took the Red Coat frontage, and Alva got the land on
Cavalry Road. It is assumed that he built the house for it has
features of both the Federal and Greek Revival styles. Alva's widow
lived to be 96, so his estate was not settled until 1896 when the
house was sold. Local architect Charles Cutler occupied it from 1912
until he built his home on Kings Highway North in 1920. From 1922
until 1925, it was owned by Frazier Peters, a designer and builder
noted for his distinctive custom stone houses. 1In 1938, the house was
enlarged by Ruth B. Eckhart, and the current owners acquired it in
1959,
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ADDRESS

Town Hall Westport, Conn. 06880
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