
 
 

WESTPORT HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
DRAFT ACTION MINUTES 

 
Francis Henkels, Chair 
Edward Gerber, Vice-Chair 
Grayson Braun, Clerk 
Bob Weingarten, Member 
Judi Freedman, Alternate Member 
Bill Harris, Alternate Member 

 
The Westport Historic District Commission held a public hearing at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday March 12, 2019, in Town Hall 
Room 307 for the following purposes:  
 

PUBLIC HEARING   
 
1. To hear the Chair’s report and update on current HDC activities. 

Chair Henkels updated the Commission on the 15 Hyatt Lane and 39 Cross Highway study reports, which have 
been reviewed by both P&Z and SHPO. We are awaiting the written response from SHPO, but have received 
P&Z’s comments. The Chair summarized HDC/CLG Coordinator’s initiatives which include: drafting new by-
laws, Rules of Procedure and Regulations, the consolidation of an HRI application and the discovery research 
on a possible State Register nomination for the Richmondville Ave area including the mill. Chair Henkels 
suggested that in light of the new possibility at Richmondville that the study committee for Lees Canal and 
Canal Street should reconvene to assess all options for highlighting Westport’s historical development in this 
area.  
 

2. To approve the minutes of the January 8, 2019 public hearing. 
The minutes were approved without change.  

 
3. To elect a slate of officers for 2019.  

Randy Henkels was nominated as chair; Ed Gerber as Vice-Chair and Bob Weingarten as Clerk. Clerk Braun 
makes motion to accept the slate. Motion passes unanimously (Alternate Freedman was designated by Chair 
Henkels as the fifth vote).  

 
4. To approve a Certificate of Appropriateness application dated January 9, 2019 for the proposed installation of a 

“grave monument” at 6 Violet Lane located in the Violet Lane Local Historic District.  
Morley Boyd asked why his agenda item was in quotes and asked for the agenda to be amended before 
presenting the application. Clerk Braun motions to remove the quotes. Member Weingarten seconds. Alternate 
Harris was designated to vote on this agenda item. Motion fails. Clerk Braun and Member Weingarten votes in 
favor, Chair Henkels, Vice-Chair Gerber, and Alternate Harris vote nay. Mr. Boyd withdrew his application. 

 
5. To approve a Certificate of Appropriateness application dated February 26, 2019 for the proposed construction of a 

three-car garage at 46 Wright Street located in the Kings Highway North Local Historic District.  
Chair Henkels designated Alternate Freedman to vote on this item. Architect Mary O’Dell, contractor, Chris 
O’Dell   and owner Kyle Martino were in attendance to present the project. Mary O’Dell described the process 
by which the architectural design was developed to ensure compatibility with the Historic District and the 
historic integrity of the house and grounds. Clerk Braun asked questions regarding materials of the trim and 
was assured that all trim would be made of wood. Vice-Chair Gerber confirmed that only one side of the 
garage addition is viewable from the road. Clerk Braun made motion to approve. Motion passes 4 to 1. 
Henkels, Gerber, Braun and Judi in favor and Member Weingarten opposed. 



 
6. To distribute draft By-laws to the board and public for comment at the next meeting.  

By-Laws are distributed to commission members. Discussion will happen at a future meeting. 
 

7. To take such action as the meeting may determine to oppose the issuance of the demolition permit at 10 Hickory Hill 
Road and require the full 180-day delay. 
Motion is unanimously opposed. 180 day delay is waived. 

 
8. To take such action as the meeting may determine to oppose the issuance of the demolition permit at 39 Clapboard 

Hill Road and require the full 180-day delay. 
9. Motion is unanimously opposed. 180 day delay is waived. 
 
10. To take such action as the meeting may determine to oppose the issuance of the demolition permit at 46 Old Road 

and require the full 180-day delay. WITHDRAWN BY APPLICANT 
 

11. To take such action as the meeting may determine to oppose the issuance of the demolition permit at 47 Sniffen Road 
and require the full 180-day delay. 
Motion is unanimously opposed. 180 day delay is waived. 
 

 
Francis H. Henkels, Chair 
Historic District Commission 
March 13, 2019 


