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Westport Board of Selectmen 
April 13, 2016 

 APPROVED MINUTES  
 
The Board of Selectmen, Traffic Authority and Water Pollution Control Authority held a public 
hearing on Wednesday, April 13, 2016 at 8:30 a.m. in Room 307/309 of the Westport Town 
Hall. In attendance were Jim Marpe, Avi Kaner, Helen Garten, Gail Kelly, Steve Edwards, Jen 
Fava, Barbara Butler, Steve Smith, Yves Cantin, Marc Hartog, presenters as noted in the 
minutes, members of the public, and Eileen Francis, recording secretary. 
 
MINUTES  
 
1. Item #1 was presented by Avi Kaner.  There were no revisions.  Upon motion by Helen 
Garten, seconded by Jim Marpe and passing by a vote of 3-0, it was: 
 

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the Board of Selectmen’s public hearing of March 30, 
2016 and the Water Pollution Control Authority’s public hearing of March 30, 2016 are 
hereby APPROVED. 

 
Organizers of the following requests for use of Town roads for two bike events agreed to work 
together to provide adequate police detail at the areas where the routes cross, insure safe 
passage for the riders and mitigate any inconvenience to Westport residents. Westport residents 
Matt Murray and Don Bergmann expressed concern that the Board’s approval of more than one 
road event on the same day may prove problematic in the future. The Board acknowledged their 
concerns. 
 
APPROVE USE OF PUBLIC ROADWAYS FOR BIKE 4 BIKES EVENT ON SEPTEMBER 
25, 2016 
 
2. Item #2 was presented by Don Stillman representing Northeast Community Cycles and Shin 
Miyoshi (sp?) representing Bikes 4 Bikes.  Mr. Myoshi provided background to the organization 
and its efforts to collect, fix and distribute used bicycles to various community organizations.  
Mr. Stillman explained how the event organizers worked with the Police Department to insure 
adequate police coverage. Additionally, he stressed that all safety procedures and precautions 
were undertaken and conveyed to all participants. The Board requested and the organizers 
agreed that the event would be limited to 300 participants. The Board was satisfied that there 
would be minimal impact to Westport residents if the request was approved. Upon motion by 
Helen Garten, seconded  by Jim Marpe and passing by a vote of 3-0, it was: 
 

RESOLVED, that the use of various public roadways for the Bike 4 Bikes Event 
sponsored by Northeast Community Cycles from 6:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
September 25, 2016, contingent upon compliance with comments from various town 
departments, with a limit of 300 participants, and in accordance with Procedures for Use 
of Town-owned Property, Facilities and/or Public Roadways is hereby APPROVED. 
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APPROVE USE OF PUBLIC ROADWAYS FOR BRAKING AIDS® EVENT ON 
SEPTEMBER 25, 2016 
 
3. Item #3 was presented by Eric Epstein representing Global Impact Productions, the event 
organizers. Mr. Epstein provided background. He explained the procedures and logistics for the 
bike event, which occurs over 3 days following a coastal route from Boston to NYC.  There will 
be minimal impact on the Town due to the small number of riders and the time of day in which 
they would be utilizing the Town roads. Upon motion by Helen Garten, seconded by Jim Marpe 
and passing by a vote of 3-0, it was: 
 

RESOLVED, that the use of various public roadways for the Braking AIDS® Bike Ride 
from 6:45 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, September 25, 2016, contingent upon compliance 
with comments from various town departments and in accordance with Procedures for 
Use of Town-owned Property, Facilities and/or Public Roadways is hereby APPROVED. 

 
APPROVE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AS IT RELATES TO 
PARTICIPATION IN THE SUN SHOT PRIZE RACE TO 7 DAY SOLAR COMPETITION 
 
4. Item #4 was presented by Pippa Bell Ader and Steve Smith representing the Green Task 
Force.  Ms. Ader and Mr. Smith explained the need to have the Memorandum of Understanding 
executed in the event that the Town, along with other participating municipalities, was awarded 
any prize money. Mr. Smith indicated the steps he would take as the Building Official to provide 
the paperwork for participation.  Upon motion by Helen Garten, seconded by Jim Marpe and 
passing by a vote of 3-0, it was: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town of Westport’s participation in the Memorandum of 
Understanding for SunShot Prize Race to 7 Day Solar Competition as it relates to the 
acceleration of solar deployment challenge sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy 
is hereby APPROVED. 

 
ACCEPT TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP OF TWO AMBULANCE FROM THE WESTPORT 
VOLUNTEER EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
 
5. Item #5 was presented Yves Cantin and Marc Hartog representing the Westport Volunteer 
EMS.  The original agenda item was amended to include an additional ambulance. Upon motion 
by Helen Garten, seconded by Jim Marpe, the amendment passed by a vote of 3-0.  The Board 
thanked the volunteers for their excellent service to the Town.  Upon motion by Helen Garten, 
seconded by Jim Marpe and passing by a vote of 3-0 it was: 
 

RESOLVED, that the transfer of ownership of two (2) 2015 PL Custom Medallion Type 
III Chevrolet G4500 Ambulances from the  Westport Volunteer Emergency Medical 
Service to the Town of Westport in accordance with the Westport Policy for Gifts to the 
Town is hereby APPROVED. 
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ACCEPT BEQUEST FROM ESTATE OF CAROL S. PLAUT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF 
HUMAN SERVICES FOR THE HOME DELIVERED MEALS OF WESTPORT PROGRAM 
 
6. Item #6 was presented by Director of Human Services Barbara Butler.  Upon motion by 
Helen Garten, seconded by Jim Marpe and passing by a vote of 3-0, it was: 
 

RESOLVED, that the bequest in the amount of $12,797.02 from the Estate of Carol S. 
Plaut to the Department of Human Services for the Home Delivered Meals of Westport 
program in accordance with the Westport Policy for Gifts to the Town is hereby 
ACCEPTED.   

 
APPROVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF WESTPORT AND ACHILLES 
ARCHITECT FOR A FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR GOLDEN SHADOWS 
 
7. Item #7 was presented by Selectwoman Helen Garten. Ms. Garten explained that the purpose 
behind the study was to gain perspective as to the possible uses for the Town-owned property 
based on its current conditions and the potential impact on the facility. Resident Morley Boyd 
expressed his support.  Resident Don Bergmann indicated concern that opportunities for public 
use would not be presented before the public. Ms. Garten assured him that there would be ample 
opportunity for public input and that a feasibility study was a first step in determining potential 
uses.  Upon motion by Helen Garten, seconded by Jim Marpe and passing by a vote of 3-0, it 
was: 
 

RESOLVED, that Agreement between the Town of Westport and William A. Achilles, 
Jr. d/b/a Achilles Architects for the preparation of an adaptive re-use feasibility study for 
Town owned property located at 68 Compo Road South (Golden Shadows) is hereby 
APPROVED. 

 
APPROVE CONTRACT FOR INSTALLATION OF SIDEWALK ALONG EAST BEACH AT 
COMPO  
 
8. Item #8 was presented by Director of Public Works Steve Edwards on behalf of the Public 
Works and the Parks and Recreation Departments. Mr. Edwards explained the construction 
process necessary to maintain the head-on parking in the area between the bathhouse and the 
cannons while installing the sidewalk. Upon motion by Helen Garten, seconded by Jim Marpe 
and passing by a vote of 3-0, it was: 
 

RESOLVED, that  the award of contract Bid #16-836T in the amount of $84,329.85 to 
Giunta-Bolduc for the installation of new concrete sidewalk along the east beach at 
Town owned property known as Compo Beach is hereby APPROVED. 
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APPROVE CONTRACT FOR REFURBISHING 2 BASKETBALL COURTS AT COMPO 
BEACH 
 
9. Item #9 was presented by Director of Public Works Steve Edwards on behalf of the Public 

Works and the Parks and Recreation Departments.  Upon motion by Helen Garten, seconded 
by Jim Marpe and passing by a vote of 3-0, it was: 

 
RESOLVED, that the award of contract Bid #16-837T as it relates to the reconstruction 
of two existing basketball courts at Town owned property known as Compo Beach is 
hereby APPROVED 

 
APPROVE AMENDMENT TO TOWN DOOR-TO-DOOR SOLICITOR AND FOOD 
VENDING POLICY 
  
10. Item #10 was presented by Selectman’s Office Manager Eileen Francis. There was 
discussion regarding the current policy and procedures and how it was prudent to revise those 
due to the current food truck trend.  It was determined that food trucks would be allowed to 
operate on Town property, but only in conjunction with an approved event and with the 
permission of the event organizers.  Upon motion by Helen Garten, seconded by Jim Marpe and 
passing by a vote of 3-0, it was: 
 

RESOLVED, that the amended requirements, guidelines and procedures as they relate to 
door-to-door solicitor and food vendor permits are hereby APPROVED. 

 
APPROVE AMENDMENT TO POLICY RE: REQUESTS FOR USE OF TOWN PROPERTY, 
FACILITIES AND/OR PUBLIC ROADWAYS 
 
11. Item #11 was presented by Selectman’s Office Manager Eileen Francis. It was determined 
that all requests for use of town property, facilities and/or roadways would be presented before 
the Board of Selectmen for review and approval.  Upon motion by Helen Garten, seconded by 
Jim Marpe and passing by a vote of 3-0, it was: 
 

RESOLVED, that the revised requirements, guidelines and procedures as they relate to 
requests for the Use of Town Owned Property, Facilities and/or Public Roadways are 
hereby APPROVED. 

 
Upon motion by Avi Kaner, seconded by Jim Marpe and passing by a vote of 3-0, the meeting 
was adjourned at 10:15 a.m. 
 
 
 
Eileen Francis 
Recording Secretary 


